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TRACTS  FOR  PRESENT  AND  FOR 

FUTURE  TIMES. 


TRACT  No.  1. 


ON  THE 


SELECTION,  &  USE  OE  SCRIPTURE  LESSONS 


ADAPTED  FOE, 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  OF  ALL  AGES. 


BY 


THE  AUTHOR  OF  “  THE  TEACHER’S  COMPANION." 


Jfntroimriunr  Jifttoss 


TO 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS,  AND  TO 
THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  YOUNG. 


LONDON: 

JAMES  CLARKE  &  CO.,  13,  FLEET  STREET. 


UNIVERSAL  ADDRESS. 


The  Bible  is  designed  to  lead  the  whole  world,  to  Christ,  to 
holiness,  and  to  heaven;  and  the  more  clearly  we  perceive,  the 
magnitude,  the  importance,  and  the  urgency  of  an  Undertaking 
calculated  fully  to  exhibit,  its  sanctifying  truths  to  the  children 
and  youth  of  all  ages  and  of  all  countries,  the  more  earnestly  shall 
we  seek  to  aid  such  a  work  in  the  Name  and  in  the  strength  which 
Jehovah  will  supply. 

Childhood  and  Youth,  both  offer  a  seed-time,  and  the  harvest. — 
We  trust  the  Divine  Promise.  The  godly  youth,  and  the  Christian 
little  child  “bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  season and  when  (by 
the  power  of  true  religious  faith)— we  are  enabled  to  “look  on  the 
fields  ” — scattered  throughout  the  earth — “white  already  to  harvest  ” 
— then  shall  we  “  Pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  to  send  forth 
labourers  into  his  harvest.” — “It  is  not  the  will  of  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven,  that  one  of  these  little  ones  should  perish.” — 

0  Lord,  send  me.— Let  me  delight  to  fulfil  thy  Will. 


4.  A2fD  W.  RIDBB,  P  KILTERS,  LOU  D  OH". 


INTRODUCTORY  APPEAL 

TO 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OEEICERS,  &  TEACHERS; 

AND  TO 

THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  YOUNG. 


- 4. - 

% 

My  dear  Fellow-labourers, 

A  new,  interesting,  and  most  important  field  for 
advance  in  our  Sunday-school  attempts  to  benefit  “  The 
Rising  Generation  ”  appears  now  to  be  opened.  Some 
persons  may  think  that  the  new  opening,  for  usefulness, 
is  narrow  and  barren;  whereas,  in  reality,  it  is  wide 
and  full  of  promise. 

To  awaken,  and  so  to  direct  public  attention  that  this 
special  opportunity  may  not  be  lost ;  and  also  with  a 
view  to  engage  your  cordial  sympathy  and  co-operation 
in  the  proposed  onward  movement,  this  offering  is  pre¬ 
sented.  It  is  quite  true,  that  the  proposed  movement  is 
startling ;  but  nevertheless,  if  it  be  rightly  directed  and 
supported,  it  is  calculated  to  facilitate 

“  The  universal  progress  of  the  Sunday  School  System— so 
peculiarly  adapted  to  civilize,  to  socialize,  and  to 
christianize  the  children  and  youth  of  all  countries, 
under  all  circumstances,  and  throughout  aJI  ages.” 

The  movement,  to  be  undertaken,  may  be  briefly 
stated.  A  proposal,  has  recently  reached  “  The  Sunday 
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School  Union”  (London),  from  devoted  fellow- workers 
(in  America)  suggesting  the  joint  compilation  of  a 

List  of  Lessons  for  Sunday  Schools. 

This,  is  a  most  formidable  undertaking ;  although,  at 
a  first  glance,  it  may  seem  comparatively  easy.  Numer¬ 
ous  and  most  important  religious  and  other  advantages 
will,  however,  flow  forth  and  bless  the  world ;  if  such  a 
proposal  can  be  carried  out.  Neither  imaginary  nor 
real  difficulties  should,  therefore,  discourage  or  deter 
Christians,  and  educationalists,  and  true  philanthropists, 
from  prompt  and  decided  action ;  if  any  reasonable 
prospect  of  ultimate  success,  can  be  shown. 

A  speciality ,  contemporaneous  with  this  opening  for 
greatly  increased  religious  usefulness  should  be  noticed. 

An  aggregate  meeting  of  Christ’s  followers,  is  advertised 
to  assemble  [at  New  York].  Representatives  from  various 
nationalities  and  communities  have  agreed  to  attend  this 
Conference  ;  and  it  is  reasonably  expected  that  the 
assembly  will  exhibit,  on  a  gigantic  scale,  the  power  of 

Protestant  Christian  Unity. 

Such  combinations  of  inter-national  religious  thought 
and  feeling,  are  capable  of  producing  mighty  results  ;  and 
the  gradual  increase  of  public  attention  to  these  periodic 

Great  “  Evangelical  Alliance  ”  Gatherings 

is  encouraging.  By  a  right  use  of  this  opportune  pro¬ 
posal  at  the  “  Present  Time  ” — by  looking  onwards  to 
“  the  Future,”  and  providing  for  public  consideration. 

An  Educational  Project  similarly  in  Advance 
we  can  confer  upon  “  Present  ”  and  transmit  to  “  Future 
Times  ”  imperishable  and  exhaustless  blessings. 

The  proposed  combined  Inter -National  Sunday-school 
Object  still  appears,  so  urgently  important — the  agencies 
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provided  by  The  Sunday  School  System,  so  peculiarly 
adapted  for  working  out  The  Project — and  the  present 
opportunity,  so  special  for  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
Evangelical  World  that  the  efforts  already  made  (by  the 
writer)  to  carry  out  The  Proposal  will  be  continued.  He 
only  belongs  to  the  “rank  and  file.” — He  is  old,  and  very 
feeble.  Yet,  some  few  glimmerings,  of  the  fire  of  former 
days,  remain.  Cannot  these  embers  be  used,  to  enkindle 
Sunday-school  enthusiasm  ?  and  so,  help  forward  this 
great,  and  most  unexpected  opening  for  usefulness.  It 
is  indeed  a  high  privilege  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
showing  to  young,  aspiring,  and  teachable  soldiers  of  the 
cross,  what  ordinary  men  can  do  when  extraordinary 
circumstances  arise,  allowing  a  grateful  and  earnest  per¬ 
formance  of  “  volunteer  ”  duty.  A  careful  and  prolonged, 
private ,  consideration  of  this  proposition  revealed  most 
complicated  and  formidable  difficulties ;  but  it  also 
manifested  the  great  importance,  the  magnitude,  and 
the  catholicity  of  the  proposal. — The  positive,  and  im¬ 
mediate  benefits  to  be  attained,  appeared  far  to  out¬ 
weigh  all  probable,  or  possible  disadvantages. 

The  Working  Plans,  for  carrying  out  this  proposal, 
which  were  gratuitously  prepared  for  “  The  Sunday 
School  Union  ”  will  require  but  little  modification. — It 
now  appears  that  these  plans,  &c.,  can  be  best  introduced 
to  the  protestant  “Christian  World  ”  through  a  private 
channel.  But  the  field  for  usefulness,  need  not  be  re¬ 
stricted — it  can  now  be  freely,  immediately — and  even 
more  extensively  and  permanently  occupied  ;  although  it 
is  asked  that,  for  the  present,  attention  be  concentrated 
upon  the  List  for  Sunday-schools. 

Dear  fellow-labourers. — Underlying  this  very  large, 
Sunday  School  Proposal ,  there  is  found  A  Project  of 
dimensions,  absolutely  vast  ;  and  of  a  value,  which  is 
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literally  incalculable.  The  Vast  Project ,  includes  the 
smaller  Proposal — although  that  smaller  proposal,  is  itself 
gigantic.  Both,  concern  The  “  Present,”  as  well  as 
“  Future  Times.”  Both,  undertakings  can  be  imme¬ 
diately  commenced.  Both,  can  be  advantageously ,  and 
simultaneously  carried  out.  Both,  can  be  begun,  con¬ 
tinued,  and  ended  by  the  same  Agency  ;  in  the  Name  of 
Jehovah,  and  in  the  strength  which  He  will  impart. 

The  Agency,  to  carry  out  both  Projects,  is  within  our 
reach.  It  is  mainly  voluntary  and  gratuitous— and  it  is, 
self-sustaining,  self-advancing,  and  enormously  re-pro¬ 
ductive.  All,  can  be  summed  up  in  two  lines — 

Daily  Bible  Readings, 

Qualified  Sunday  School  Teaching. 

Two  very  simple,  very  efficient,  and  most  in-expensive 
instrumentalities,  divinely-appointed,  for 

Civilizing,  Socializing,  and  Christianizing 

THE  YOUTH  OF  THE  WHOLE  WORLD. 

Whither,  are  we  carried  ?  What,  do  we  behold  ? 

An  [UNIVERSAL?]  List  of  Scripture  Lessons  ; 

Adapted  for  The  Young  of  all  ages ,  and  of  all  ranks . 

We  look  again — and  we  behold  that  this  suggested 
Universal  List  of  Scripture  Lessons  is,  not  merely 
“a  Sunday  School  requisite;”  but  a  Day  School  want — 
a  National,  yea, 

A  COSMOPOLITAN  REQUIREMENT. 

i 

This  Appeal,  to  you ,  is,  therefore,  of  wide  application. 

The  work  to  be  done  may  now  be  properly  viewed  as 

An  Universal  “  Missionary  ”  Undertaking. 

The  details  which  are  to  follow  for  working  it  out,  will  be  found 
capable  of  wide  expansion,  and  of  such  diversified  modifications 
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and  combinations,  as  to  be  alike  applicable  in  Great  Britain,  in 
America,  and  throughout  the  World.  Prompt,  and  continuous 
action  is  needed,  for  such  a  work  as  this  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
arrangements  will,  hereafter,  be  made  to  facilitate  a  wide  agree¬ 
ment  upon  this  important  subject,  by  giving  extended  publicity 
to  suitable  communications  that  may  be  received,  addressed 
to  the  Publishers. 

A  bird’s-eye  view  of  the  proposal,  although  exclusively 
taken  from  the  Sunday  School  point  of  sight,  may  nerve 
us  for  the  work  in  which  you  are  now  urged  to  join. 

Observe  : — 

How  the  Preparation ,  the  Wide  Distribution ,  and  the 
Practical  Use  of  an 

“  Universal  Selection  of  Scripture  Lessons,” 

SPECIALLY  ADAPTED  FOR  THE  YOUNG, 

will  help  to  make,  widely,  known  (throughout  large 
portions  of  the  civilized  globe)  the  pre-eminent  claims  of 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

How,  it  will  aid  in  showing  the  necessity,  and  the 
advantages  of 

LOCAL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNIONS. 

How,  it  will  call  into  vigorous,  and  useful  exercise 

COMBINED  CHRISTIAN  LABOUR. 

How,  it  will  largely,  effectively,  and  very  cheaply 
disseminate 

A  PRACTICAL  KNOWLED&E  OF  HOLY  SCRIPTURE. 

And,  How,  thereby,  it  will  awaken  and  sustain,  as 
well  as  enlarge,  and  perpetuate 

INFLUENTIAL  CHRISTIAN  UNITY. 

These,  and  other  points  should  be  separately  reviewed, 
under  the  several  aspects  which  they  will  present. 
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Your  co-operation  is  asked. 

The  practicability,  of  the  proposed  “Univeesal  List 
of  Sceipture  Lessons,”  stands  on  the  fore-front.  The 
undertaking,  in  all  its  fulness  and  completeness,  deserves 
and  demands  a  most  patient  and  extended  exposition ; 
altogether  unsuited  to  a  very  brief,  popular,  “  Opening 
Address .”  But,  surely,  “  hair-splitting  ”  differences  re¬ 
specting  possibilities,  are  not  fitting  preliminaries  when 
a  complicated  and  difficult  movement,  which  is  so  full 
of  promise  as  this,  is  to  be  undertaken. 

On  the  point  of  “ practicability ,”  for  present  purposes, 
it  may  be  sufficient  to  state  that,  after  an  unbroken 
Sunday-school  experience  of  nearly  half  a  century ;  and 
after  thirty-nine  years’  unceasing  trial  of  combined  and  gra¬ 
tuitous  labour  with  Protestant  Christians  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations,  the  writer  believes  that  the  existing  agencies  of 
“The  Sunday  School  System”  are  quite  equal  to  the 
gigantic  undertaking,  even  as  they  are  already  worked 
out  by  “  The  Sunday  School  Union”  by  the  Sunday  School 
Unions  of  America,  and  by  those  of  other  countries. 

Hence,  this  appeal  for  your  co-operation. 

Organize,  the  mighty  agencies,  which  are  already  at 
command.  Employ,  the  mental  and  religious  powers  so, 
eagerly  seeking  for  immediate  action.  Awaken,  and 
utilize  those  latent  forces  now  hidden  from  view;  but 
which  are  quite  available,  for  service,  at  this  very 
moment.  Do  this;  do  it  promptly,  do  it  earnestly,  do  it 
perseveringly ;  and  do  it  prayerfully — then  elaborate 
discussions  concerning  “practicability,”  will  be  need¬ 
less.  Soon,  the  more  important  portions  of  this  vast 
undertaking  will  be  within  the  grasp  of  those  men  who 
have  faithfully  used  the  divinely-appointed  agencies  of 
the  Sunday  School  System;  although  the  attendant 
benefits  (in  their  fulness  and  completeness)  may  not  be 
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visibly,  or  immediately  realized. — If  we  are  “  stedfast, 
immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord”  (which  we  have  undertaken)  speedily  “  the 
Universal  List  of  Lessons,”  will  be  in  practical  use, 
throughout  numerous  parts  of  the  civilized  world ;  and 
God,  even  our  own  God,  will  be  pouring  out  upon  us 
His  abundant  blessing. 

One  other  word,  to  secure  your  co-operation.  Deter¬ 
mined  hard  work,  is  one  of  the  best  ways  for  testing  any 
assertions  concerning  the  “  impracticability  ”  of  this 
undertaking.  Hard  work  (and  more  especially  long- 
continued  hard  work  which  is  to  be  for  the  most  part 
unseen)  is  not  inviting  to  numbers  of  men  and  women, 
who  help  to  fill  the  seats  of  our  churches  and  chapels 
every  Lord’s-day.  The  present  appeal  is,  however,  made 
to  a  set  of  workers,  who  well  know  that  long  continued, 
and  very  hard  work  is  best  performed  in  the  shade ;  and 
the  more  so  when  the  glare  of  success  might,  perchance, 
divert  or  distract,  and  possibly  enervate — even  though  a 
small  part  only  of  the  coming  glory  were  to  shine  forth, 
without  intervening  clouds. 

If  an  “Universal  List  of  Lessons”  is  to  be  brought 
into  use ;  it  will  only  be  accomplished  by  thought,  hard 
toil,  pains-taking  adaptation,  &c.,  &c.  Upon  very  large 
portions  of  the  work  now  demanded,  no  human  eye  will 
ever  rest.  But,  this  does  not  startle  you,  as  genuine 

Sunday-school  workers. - “  Our  work,”  is  a  work  of 

faith.  No  stain  of  uncertainty,  rests  upon  that  work  ; 
except,  from  the  workers. 

Undertake  work,  which  is  to  be  unnoticed! — Yes. — 
We,  are  content. — Our  Master,  watches  every  “secret 
work”  ( good  as  well  as  bad);  and  He  will  reward  every 
one ,  openly.  Let  no  man  with  a  faint  heart,  or  even  a 
divided  heart,  put  his  hand  to  this  work.  Large-souled, 
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single-souled,  earnesfc-souled  labourers,  only  are  wanted. 
Workers,  who  will  join  an  “  Evangelical  Alliance 
and  faithfully  unite,  to  carry  out  an  old-fashioned  Sun¬ 
day-school  motto — “  All ,  at  it ;  all  hard ,  at  it ;  all  hard 
at  it,  UNTIL  COMPLETED.” — Workers,  are  needed  ; 
who  will  join  this  compact  in  the  letter ,  and  in  the  spirit 
of  1  Cor.  xiii.).  Workers,  within  whose  breasts,  two 
inscriptions  are  deeply  engraven, — 

“  Holiness  to  the  Lord.” — Consecrated, ,  for  ever , 
to  the  service  of  my  Redeemer ,  and  my  King . 

Such  workers  are  asked  to  assist  in  bringing  into  prac¬ 
tical  use  an  Universal  List  of  Lessons,  specially 
adapted  to  the  Young.  The  “  working  details  ”  are 
reserved ;  but  an  Epitome  is  subjoined. 

It  has  been  already  suggested  by  the  writer — That,  a  “  Volun¬ 
teer”  Committee  be  appointed,  by  the  Committee  of  “ The 
Sunday  School  Union." — That,  attempts  at  ‘‘Universality’’ 
be  commenced,  by  inviting  the  combined  co-operation  of  the 
“ Metropolitan  Auxiliaries and  of  “ Local  Sunday  School 
Unions ;  ”  and  further,  by  seeking  the  individual  help  of 
clergymen,  ministers,  Sunday-school  superintendents,  and 
other  friends  of  the  young,  who  are  likely  to  contribute  in¬ 
formation,  or  suggestion,  or  assistance,  however,  apparently , 
small, — That,  the  applications  for  such  combined  or  indi¬ 
vidual  co-operation,  extend  to  the  colonies  of  the  British  Em¬ 
pire,  and  also  to  countries  where  The  “Sunday  School  Union,” 
has  correspondents  ;  excepting  America  and  her  dependencies, 
which  are  to  be  wholly  left  to  swell  the  contribution  from  the 
American  Sunday  School  Union  agencies. — This  Committee,  in 
London,  so  appointed,  to  open  and  conduct  all  negotiations  ; 
and  to  carry  out  their  undertaking,  in  the  most  liberal  and 
catholic  spirit. — In  brief,  that  they  comprehensively  deal  with 
the  whole  subject  ;  and  fully  report  the  results  in  a 
form,  adapted  for  wide  appplication. 

***  Limit,  alter ,  modify  the  above  suggestions  as  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  ;  but  make,  Sunday  School  Unions ,  Christian  Communities,  and 
even  separate  schools ,  as  well  as  personal  effort ,  Centres  of  United  In¬ 
fluence  to  promote  this  great  Evangelical  Object. — See  page  6. 
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The  far-pervading  power  of  Christian  Unity  is  a 
solemn  “  Trust  ”  committed,  by  Jehovah,  to  hnman  con¬ 
trol.  Periodic  Aggregate  Meetings  of  United  Religions 
Workers,  are  specially  adapted  to  carry  forward  this 
Great  Undertaking  ;  and  hence  our  unchangeable  re¬ 
sponsibility.  The  inauguration,  of  this  combined  edu¬ 
cational  Movement,  and  an  “  Inter-National  Evangelical 
Alliance  Gathering  ”  is  a  happy  co-incidence  ;  but  we 
rest  not,  solely,  upon  aggregations.  The  Divine  Presence 
may  be  realized,  even  at  the  smallest  United  Meeting, 
assembled  in  Christ’s  name  (Matt,  xviii.  19,  20).  What 
an  Omnipotent  Warrant,  for  Christian  Unity,  to 
attempt — 

The  Evangelization  of  the  Young  of  every  clime— 
By  UNIVERSAL,  every-day  Bible  Readings— and 
By  suitable  Bible  Teaching ! 

Let  United  Meetings  be  regularly  urged,  and  also, 
assembled  in  every  city,  town,  and  village.  Let  the 
importance,  and  the  far-extending  benefits  of  this  Un¬ 
dertaking  be  set  forth,  by  a  wide  distribution  of  special 
Tracts  ;  and  by  suitable,  public  and  private,  oral  appeals ; 
and  it  will  then  be  seen,  How 

Daily  Scripture  Readings,  &  Efficient  Sunday  Teaching 

Unite  and  form  A  Complete 

UNIVERSAL  BIBLE  &  MISSIONARY  ENTERPRIZE, 

suited  to  the  People  of  all  Lands,  of  every  Rank ; — 
conferring  an  unceasing,  and  inestimable  blessing  upon 
“  Present,”  and  upon  all  “  Future  Times.” 

A  summary  of  further  particulars,  will  aid  in  giving 
shape  to  this  contribution ;  and  tend  to  secure  your  cordial 
co-operation  in  this  onward  movement. 

(a)  That,  a  short  Series  of  Tracts,  Handbills,  &c.,  should  be 
immediately  prepared,  calculated  “to  pave  the  wav”  for  the 
proposed  “Universal  Lesson  List.” 
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(b)  That,  some  of  these  Tracts,  &c.,  be  suited  for  wide  circu¬ 
lation,  and  others  for  limited  distribution  ;  in  order  to  assist 
in  securing  the  nearest  approach  to  “ universal  ”  co-operation. 

(c)  That,  these  Tracts  contain — • 

(1)  Information ,  on  points  of  general  interest,  con¬ 
nected  with  “Selections  of  Scripture  Lessons,”  &c. 

(2)  Suggestions ,  Ac.,  supplying  some  details ;  with 
specimens  of  “  Lists,”  &c.,  suitable  not  only  for  Sunday 
and  Day  Schools,  but  also  for  daily  parental  and  private 
professional  teaching. 

(3)  Replies ,  $c.,  in  anticipation  of  those  numerous 
questions  and  objections,  which  will  assuredly  arise. 

(4)  Inquiries ,  with  a  view  to  elicit  knowledge  or  ex¬ 
perience,  upon  the  many  doubtful  or  partially  examined 
points  which,  in  so  many  forms,  are  closely  connected 
with  this  subject. 

(5)  Appeals  to  Teachers ,  with  a  view  to  induce  them 
cordially  to  accept  appointed  “Lesson  Lists.” 

(6)  Addresses  to  Scholars,  showing — Why  they  should 
value,  and  How  they  should  use  the  “Scripture  Lesson 
Lists  ”  annually  (or  quarterly)  distributed  to  them. 

(7)  Exhortations  to  Parents,  pointing  out — How  they 
may  help  their  children  to  secure  the  numerous  benefits 
which  a  right  use  of  “Scripture  Lesson  Lists”  will 
assuredly  bestow. 

(d)  That,  these  Tracts,  as  far  as  practicable,  should  he  full 
and  comprehensive.  A  mere  smattering,  is  likely  to  mislead  ; 
and  would  be  unworthy  of  the  Undertaking. 

(e)  That,  these  Tracts,  Handbills,  &o.,  be  largely  distributed 
among  Clergy,  Ministers,  School-Managers,  Sunday-school 
teachers,  and  other  friends  of  the  Young ;  and  especially  at 
United  Meetings  of  Christian  Workers. 

You  are  asked  to  help  ;  but  you  are  not  solicited 
without  a  commencing  contribution,  however  feeble  or 
unfinished.  And  yet,  some  other  practical  motives  to 
secure  vigorous  and  combined  co-operation,  in  this  im¬ 
portant  movement,  should  be  exhibited  : — 

These  introductory  Tracts,  “On  the  Selection  of  Lessons  ” 
may,  perhaps,  awaken  interest  among  some  members  of 
Christ’s  Universal  Church,  and  among  some  philanthropists 
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and  educationalists  who  misunderstand,  and  who  therefore,  de¬ 
preciate  The  Sunday  School  System,  and  all  its  agencies. 

Such  Tracts,  will  also  help  to  show  to  the  friends  of 
Sunday  schools  what  is  already  known,  respecting  suitable 
“  Scripture  Lessons  ”  for  the  young ;  how,  these  advanced  steps 
have  been  secured  ;  and  likewise  point  out,  the  precise  direc¬ 
tions  in  which  additional  information  is  needed. 

Such  Tracts,  will  greatly  aid  in  promoting  the  use  of 
“ Lesson  Lists” — often  inducing  unwilling  teachers  to  accept 
of  fixed  subjects  for  teaching,  each  Sunday  morning  and  after¬ 
noon — and  also  encouraging  those  more  advanced  teachers,  who 
have  already  adopted  this  obvious  advantage  to  themselves, 
and  to  their  scholars. 

Each  Tract,  of  this  Series  (being  suitable  for  teachers  and 
to  a  large  extent  complete  in  itself)  will  admit  of  a  separate 
gratuitous  distribution ;  and  when  fastened  together  will 
form  a  connected  temporary  Book  of  Reference,  available  for 
assisting  the  introduction  of  the  “  Universal  List.” 

The  suggestion  of  a  “  Temporary  Book  of  Keference  ” 
carries  its  own  lesson. — Why,  not  have  a  permanent  and 
complete  Manual  ?  Why,  leave  either  the  Selection  or  the 
Use  of  Lessons  without  help  ?  A  good  “  List  ”  will  raise 
up  a  host  of  advocates,  who  will  attest  its  value — and  the 
proposed  Series  of  Tracts,  &c.,  will  assist  to  awaken  wide 
acceptance.  Time,  for  a  perception  of  the  manifold  advan¬ 
tages  of  Printed  Lesson  Lists  must  be  allowed ;  because 
lengthened  observation  has  shown  that  the  repugnance 
to  fixed  and  previously  appointed  Subjects  for  Teaching  is, 
generally,  in  the  proportion  of  the  want  of  knowledge, 
and  the  want  of  experience  on  the  part  of  the  Instructors. 

One  other  motive  to  co-operation  may  be  added — 

That,  these  Tracts  may  ultimately  lead  (some  qualified  hands) 
to  undertake  the  preparation  of  a  Series  of  “Educational 
Text  Books,”  which  was  commenced,  by  the  writer,  before  the 
publication  of  “  The  Teacher  s  Companion ”  (1842). 

The  end,  of  this  beneficent  undertaking,  cannot  be 
foreseen.  Carry,  the  last-named  possible  result  of  this 
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proposed  movement,  onward  only  one  or  two  short  steps. 
Why,  should  The  Sunday  School  System,  be  with¬ 
out  those  great  helps,  which  adequate  “  Text-books  ” 
would  afford  ?  What,  would  agriculture,  astronomy, 
chemistry,  mechanics,  &c.,  do  without  “  Text-books  ”  ? — 
How  would  divines,  and  merchants ;  authors,  and  manu¬ 
facturers  carry  on  their  labours  without  elaborate,  and 
comprehensive  “  Text-books  ”  ?  What,  more  fitting  com¬ 
mencement  of  A  new  Sunday  School  Era,  than  the  de¬ 
termination  to  meet  the  urgent  requirements  of  devoted 
and  gratuitous  Sunday-school  workers,  by  a  complete 
Text-book  “  On  the  Selection  of  Lessons ;  ”  followed  by 
other  Text-books,  showing  how  “  Scripture  Lessons  ” 
may  be  made  available — 

By,  every  Teacher — 

In,  every  Sunday-school — 

Throughout,  every  part  of  the  World — 

On,  every  Sabbath-day. 

Dear  fellow-labourers,  you  are  now  only  asked  to  help 
forward  an  “  Universal  List  of  Sunday  School  Lessons.” 
Truly,  it  is  no  narrow  temporary  object,  to  which  you 
are  asked  to  contribute,  your  time,  your  labour,  your 
knowledge,  your  experience,  and  your  money — if  you  can 
afford  to  give.  Think,  how  you  may  thereby  benefit, 
not  only  the  existing  race  of  Sunday-school  teachers  and 
scholars  ;  but  remember  those  coming  thousands,  who 
will  reap  unfading  advantages  from  an  Universal  List 
of  Scripture  Lessons,  when  we  hope  to  be  safe  at 
home,  with  our  glorified  Saviour  ;  looking,  forward  to  a 
joyful  resurrection  ;  and  to  a  state  of  ceaseless  adoration, 
and  of  unwearied  service  ;  progressing  in  holiness,  per¬ 
fection,  and  happiness,  for  ever  and  ever. 

The  glorious  proposal,  in  its  fulness  and  completeness 
may,  however,  be  attempted  with  confidence  ;  because 
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the  agencies  of  The  Sunday  School  System  are  adequate. 
From  the  ranks  of  the  Sunday  School  Union  Committee, 
and  from  the  “Metropolitan  Auxiliary  Unions ” — Let 
volunteers  aspire,  to  engage  in  this  service.  Let,  the 
“Local  Sunday  School  Unions”  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  and  of  the  British  Colonies  be  severally  solicited 
to  contribute  towards  this 

Universal  Bible  &  Missionary  Enterprize — 

Let  suitable  public  advertisement  carry  far  and  wide 
the  invitations  to  clergy  and  ministers,  to  Sunday-school 
officers  and  teachers,  urging  their  personal  assistance. 
Let  a  wide  distribution  of  special  Tracts  and  Handbills, 
accompany  these  united  and  these  individual  efforts — 
Then,  we  may  confidently  go  upon  our  knees,  and 
implore  the  Divine  blessing;  and  also  seek  continuously 
that  Omnipotent  direction  and  assistance,  which  shall 
ultimately  enable  us  to  complete  an  aggregate  offering 
worthy  of  our  devotedness — Then,  we  can,  unitedly, 
present  this  service  to  our  Lord,  in  token  of  our  grateful 
love,  and  in  obedience  to  his  command, 

“  Feed  My  lambs.” 

Some  readers  may  think  that  fuller  particulars  should 
be  here  supplied,  as  to  the  precise  ways  in  which  the 
different  members  of  Christ’s  Universal  Church  can  aid 
this  new  effort  to  benefit  the  lambs  of  His  “  flock 
but  such,  and  many  other  details  must  be  reserved. — 
This  Opening  Address,  must  be  closed. 


Conclusion. — Who  will  unite,  with  Sunday-school 
workers,  in  seeking  the  intellectual,  social,  and  reli¬ 
gious  advancement  of  children  and  young  persons  of 
all  ages,  of  all  countries,  and  of  every  social  grade,  from 
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the  highest  to  the  very  lowest — by  the  suitable,  and  the 
COMPLETE  TEACHING  OF  SCRIPTURE  TRUTH  ? 

Who  will  unite,  daily ,  in  offering  a  short  prayer  for 
the  improvement  and  extension  of 

The  Sunday  School  System? 

Who  will  unite,  to  manifest  self-denying  Protestant 
Catholic  Christianity — “  Evangelical  Alliance”  Unity — 
and  a  practical  belief  in  “  The  Communion  of  Saints  ” 
— By  a  corresponding  consecratedness  to  secure 
The  Universal  Evangelization  of  the  young  ? 

Prayer. — May,  that  loving  Master  whom  we  strive 
to  serve  raise  up  workers,  pre-eminently  qualified  to 
improve,  extend,  and  perpetuate  The  Sunday  School 
System; — workers,  who  will  daily  pray  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  enable  them  to  employ  passing  opportunities,  so  as 
to  bring  fresh  accessions  of  glory  to  our  Divine  Redeemer. 

May,  new,  and  ever-increasing,  spirituality  in  the 
agency  of  the  Heaven-born  Sunday  School  System 
be  dated  [from  the  “  Evangelical  Alliance  ”  Gathering , 

at  -  and~\  from  all  United  Meetings  of  true 

Christians,  wherever,  assembled  in  the  name  of  our 
only  Mediator  and  Advocate. 

May,  the  .holy  standard  of  true  Catholic  unity 
be,  henceforth,  so  raised  among  Protestant  Communi¬ 
ties  that  all  may  assist  each ,  in  sending  forth  a  host 
of  grateful,  qualified,  self-denying  gratuitous  teachers 
“  into  all  the  world,”  to  exhibit  faithfully,  comprehen¬ 
sively,  and  practically  Christ’s  glorious  Gospel  to  the 
young  ;  and  thus  carry  forward  the  Evangelization  of 
little  children,  and  of  youth — in  all  countries — and 
throughout  all  ranks  of  society. — Amen. 


